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and cooperation of a corps of expert
statisticians and scientific specialists,
such as Assistant Director F. H.
Wines, Chiet Clerk Edward McCaul-
ey, Appointment Clerk J.W. Langley;
Mr. 8. N. D. North, in charge of man-
ufactures; Mr. L. G. Powers, in charge
of agriculture; Mr. W. F. Wileox, in
charge of methods and results, and
others not less well known.

Especial attention is being given the
collection of statistics bearing upon the
Negro and the showing to be made
will go far to overrule the indietment

given all the advantages growing out
of the system thus forced upon him,
and be accorded every grade of recog:
nition 1n the conduct of the system
permitted him by his capacity and
availability,

Upon this theory, those wisest among
us have reached the position that there
is no necessity for yielding unti] the
battle is lost, for good and all, and
that the agitation which has brought
fruitful resulis up to this point, should
be ecarried on with unabated vigor,
until the law is finally passed and

INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE.

Recently two young men walkqq five
hundred miles from their South Cars
lina home {0 Tuskegee, Anothey
walked cearly the same distapcq from
Mississ'ppl.  Frequently hoys reg
there without a cent, and ity
clothes, merely to study at this fouy of
industrial education, havine heard
that no one who wishes to rise is ever
turned away. Canm a race fail as long
as it can develop such a sturdy ye,.
manry as these ambitious youngs
represent, '

Subscriptions may be sent Dy posioffice
money order, expres: or by registared letler.
All eorumunications for publication should
be ascompan'ed with the name of the writer—
: not necesegarily for publication, but as a gnar-
! aniee of good faith,
We sollcit news, contributions, opinjons
and In fact, all matters affeeting the race.
W e will not gny for matter, however, uniess
1t {8 ordared by us. All matter intended for
| gnbumuon must reach this office by Wednes-
l 2y of ench week to insure insertion in the
current !ssue
! ] ®a lAgents are wanted everywnere, SBend
&N or usiructions,
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OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

To deduce an intelligent opinion of
what is best to be done when there is a
conflict of interest and evidence among
the most reputable people of a commu-
uity, it is necessary to review all the
facts in a candid and impartial spirit,
and to wait until sentiment crystallizes
to such a degree that the sober judg-
ment of the masses can be distinguished,
strong and clear, above the mazes of
passion. For this reason we have
studious!y refrained from jumping peil:
mell into this school controver:y, until
tbe heat of excitement had given place
to calm reflection, and until the public
mind was prepared to know definitely
what was wanted to reform the abuses
that had crept into our educational
system—apart from the selfish interests
of mmdividuals or the consideration in
any sense of small personalities. It is
not to the pomt at this stage of the sit
uation to take note nf whose sealp is to
gaved, or whose i8 to be taken. The
main proposition just now is to save
to the race at large the autonomy in
the school management that has been
earned by long years of able and hon-
est administration,

Public meetings baye been held in
many sectiens of the Distriect. Memo-
rials have heen filed with Congress,
and the masses bave spoken their
minds freely on the issue st stake, and
a cenclusion admittedly representative
of the “common sense of most” has
been evolved. How nearly our wishes
will be respected by the powers that be
is & question not yet released from the
realm of speeunlation.

The force of public sentiment upon
the deliberations of the Senate Commit*
tee is well demenstrated by the sigmfi-
cant concessions found in the bill
actually passed, as compared with the
document as eriginally drawn. While
the Senate bill is greatly improved over
the first draft, it is far from perfect,
and does net earry with it the opportu-
nities for Negro representation com*
mensurate with our strength and
importance in this community. ) The
provision for two assistant superinten-
dents, with the tacit understanding that
one is to be colored, three clerks with

{ States are estimated te own real estate

signed by the President. The Negro
i8 in sympathy with the popular move:
ment tfor reform in the educational
system and for the centralization of
authority, but there is nothing in the
situation that calls for the abelition of
the office of superintendent of the col-
ored schools.

The 90 000 Negroes ot the District
of Columbia contend that the office,
with its honors, pewers and emolu
ments shall remain with us, mow,
henceforth and forevermore.

Self-confidence is haif the battle in
this age of merciless competition.

The educated man is net a whit bet-
ter than the ignoramous, except in =0
tar as he utilizes his acquirements for

good.

The downfall of the Philadelphia
leader, John R. Brooks seems to have
been simply the logical and inevitable
end of a man who made a babit of liv-
ing beyond his means.

A man can never understand how
much trouble he can get into until he,
like Dewey, permits himself to be led
by a selfish woman, against his own
better judgment or impulse.

An edueation which does not teach a
youih to do the very best he knows
how, wherever he is placed, in humble
or exalted station, is apt to do him
more harm than good. The way to get
a chance to do better, is to do your
duty well where you are.

The colored people in the United

to the value of $725,000,000. This is
alright as tar as 1t goes, and 13 encour-
aging, but it would be better still if a
few millions were invested in live busi-
ness enterprises.

We still have have a fighting chance
tor & colored superintendent of the
Washipgton schools and we should not
abate one jot or tittle of our efforts un-
til the new law is actually passed and
signed by the President. We can
manage eur tchools and we want the
world to see us do it.

Minneapolis

The Afro-American

Advence meant well, but the esteemed
Mrs. Duckett failed to keep up with
the hot pace set by Washingson ban-
queteers, and hence got the Cooper and
Chase dinners mixed up in delightful
The banquet she describes

confusion.

brought against our capacity by anti:
quated fossils of the Tillman and Mor-
gan type of misrepresentative Ameri:
cans, Director Merriam is closely
watching the result of his innovation
along these lines, and is gratetul to
learn from the Negro press of the land
that his offorts are ‘meeting *with uni-
versal approval at the hands of the
Negro people, Bulletins have been
sent out broadcast, instructing the
farmers of the South and elsewhere
how to amswer the questions and make
correct estimates of their holdings He
is gradually increasing the number of
colored employees, and they are being
assigned and promoted solely on the
basis of merit, applying the same tests
of fitness to ell regardless of race or
personality. More appointments and
promotions will be made this month,
and our queta will soon be brought up
to a very comfortable notch. Through:-
out the country will he many colored
enumerators, special employees, ete,
whose work will reflect credit upon the
Bureau, upon themselves and the race.

The Twelfth Census will mark the
opening of a new era for the American
Negro,

The only way te remedy the divorce
evil ig to remove the cause. More ef-
fective than increased difficulty in se
curing, a separation would be to render
it less easy to procure a marriage li
cense. - Hasty and ill-considered unions,
followed by misconception of mutual
obligations, lack of affinity and sym-
pathy of thought make all the busipess
for the divorce lawyer. Parents, min-
isters and teachers can help to instruct
the young alcng right lines of conduct,
but little is to be hoped from legisla-
tion to remcve this blot upon our
times,

Rev. C. M, Sheldon, author of “In
His Steps.” who successfully edited the
Topeka, Kas, Capital for a week upon
lines of strict Christianity and moral-
ity, purposes to devote his share of
865,000 net profit made to beautify a
Negro settlement of Topeka which is
surrounded by the aristocratic sections
of that city. This is probably Mr.
Sheldon’s idea of *“What Jesus would
have done,” and to be consistent with
his own arguments and writings; he
makes a laudable effort to follow “In
His Steps.”

Senator Masen takes it for granted
that this government meant what it
said when the declaration was solemnly
made that in the struggle to free Cuba,
there was no intention to acquire one
foot of her soil, and is therefore moving
to have our troops withdrawn from the

was not ours, but the other one,

See ?

island. Ibis a trifle early ‘to expoct/

_Time continues to vindicate the wir
dom of Booker T. Washington's gdyy
cacy of industrial education. '
would hold on to the commoner ayye
cations, we must be prepared to dy g
work better and more quickly thy
those who are endeavoring to crowd
Denied a place af s
apprentices” table, the industrial schy|
must give us the necessary trainirg,
Not content with striking at sur polit
cal rights, we ave face to face with ths
fact that we must now begin to resig
encroachments by trades’ uniops apd
individual competitors upon our rig
to work for our bread. While reaching
for the higher walks, let us ot forget
to keep a firm grasp upon the humhle
things that we have,

out of them.

The Celored American has receired
a beautiful lithograph picture of “Th
Buildings and wGrounds of Tuskege
Normal and Industrial Institute” Mr.
Booker T. Washington, principal, Ths
piciure i3 a beautiful work of art, sl
is printed in twelve colors; it is 24xJi
inches in size and gives a splendid
view of this famous institution sf learr
ing. This picture is worthy of a plae
in any home in the land, and no Negn
home ought to be without it. Thi
lithograph may be had for sixty cent
by addressing Mr. Booker T. Wal
ington, Tuskegee Normal and [odue
trial Lnstitute, Tuskegee, Ala., and i
is worth many times the price charg

SENATOR CHANDLER'S SUFFRAGE BILL.

SBenator Chandler has by request, -
troduced a measure in the Senate, d&
signed to prevent the denisl or abridge
ment of the right of eitizens of ihe
United States to vote on sccount of
color aud providing penalties for the
violation of the suffrage amendments
to the constitution. There 15 no dsuge!
of the bill ever being enacted 1nto 8%
but we desire to give the New [amp-
shire statesman due credit for stardio
sponsor for thesentimen' encouched i
While any though . of carrying
sibgle sonthern state fo: the republical
ticket is the wildest sort of “'rsin LOW
chasing.” Noman out<:de of ‘ he lunstit
asylum would dream of a repuoblicsd
Congreps daring to serious|y szitate tht
Iace quesiion a during
yearin eny way adversely (o souther®
interests. As a “grand stand” d1#0lsh
Senator Chandler’s bill 1s a brillls2¥
spectacle, and raads well.

A Pittsburg jury gave As#ie
trict Attorney Billows, col
sued under the Fourtesntn
ment, & verdiet for eix and & (08re




